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	Dr Ala Alwan, Assistant Director-General, Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health, WHO, Geneva, Switzerland

Dr Ala Alwan is Assistant Director-General for NCD and Mental Health since 1 February 2008. Dr Alwan graduated in Medicine from the University of Alexandria. He practiced medicine in Scotland and obtained his postgraduate training and qualifications in the UK. Following his return to Iraq, his home country, he held several positions in clinical and academic medicine and public health. He was Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Mustansiriya University, Baghdad. In 1992, he joined WHO as Regional Adviser for NCD in the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean. He then served as WHO Representative in Oman and Director, Division of Health Systems Development, in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. In 1998, Dr Alwan was reassigned to WHO headquarters as Director for NCD Prevention and then Director of the Department of NCD Management. In 2001, he became WHO Representative in Jordan. From 2003 to 2005, he was Minister of Education and Minister of Health in the Government of Iraq. From 2005 to January 2008, he was Representative of the Director-General and Assistant Director-General for Health Action in Crises.
Email: alwana@who.int
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	Dr Nick BANATVALA, Senior Advisor, WHO, Geneva

Nick trained in pediatrics and infectious diseases and then went on to do public health and epidemiologic research in the UK and at the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Nick has also worked as a Consultant in Public Health in the NHS, taking responsibility for heart disease, diabetes and cancer screening services. Nick is currently Senior Adviser to Dr Alwan. Prior to this, Nick was Head of International Health at the Department of Health in England.  Before that, he headed up teams at the UK Department for International Development, representing the UK on a number of boards and committees of international initiatives. Nick has also worked for DFID on a range of health programmes in Pakistan, Afghanistan and the Middle East. Nick also has experience of the NGO sector, having worked for Merlin on a variety of development and humanitarian programmes. Nick has sat on a range of government, non government and academic boards, as well as national and international committees. He has undertaken consultancies for a range of agencies including the World Bank. Nick has published widely and holds a Chair at Manchester University and a senior academic position at Imperial College, London. 
Email: Banatvalan@who.int
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	Dr Ashley Bloomfield, Partnerships Adviser for the NCD/MHl Health Cluster, WHO

Dr Ashley Bloomfield is Partnerships Adviser for the NCD and Mental Health Cluster at the

World Health Organization. Prior to this, he held a range of senior roles in the New Zealand

Ministry of Health with a focus on NCD prevention and control, including as National Director

Tobacco Control from 2007 to 2010. He was Acting Deputy Director‐General Sector Capability

and Innovation at the Ministry of Health between October 2009 and July 2010 and a member

of the Ministry's Executive Leadership Team. From 2007 to 2010, he was a member New

Zealand's Cancer Control Steering Group, which oversaw the implementation of programs

across the cancer control spectrum. Between 2002 and 2004, he was Public Health Leader for

the country's national breast and cervical screening programs. Dr Bloomfield has represented

New Zealand at WHO in governance meetings over the last six years, taking a lead on noncommunicable diseases, tobacco and alcohol policy. He is a graduate of Auckland School of

Medicine with postgraduate and specialist qualifications in public health medicine.

Email: bloomfielda@who.int
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	Dr Pascal Bovet, Institute of Social and Preventive Medicine, Lausanne, Switzerland & Consultant for NCD, Ministry of Health, Republic of Seychelles

Pascal Bovet obtained his MD degree from the University of Lausanne (Switzerland) and a MPH from UCLA (Los Angeles). He is board certified (FMH) in both internal medicine and public health. He currently is a senior researcher and lecturer in cardiovascular disease (CVD) epidemiology at the Institute of Social and Preventive Medicine of the University of Lausanne. He has been working since 1988 with the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Seychelles where he has led the development of an ongoing national CVD prevention program. He has been the main investigator of several cardiovascular studies in the Seychelles, Tanzania and Switzerland. He authored or co-authored over one hundred publications. He led the development of the Seychelles Tobacco Control Act (2009). He regularly serves as a technical adviser for the WHO in relation to surveillance, tobacco control, CVD prevention, and evaluation of NCD programs and policies. He is a faculty at the University of Lausanne and in several international courses on cardiovascular epidemiology and prevention.
Email: bovet.pascal@gmail.com
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	Dr Francesco BRANCA, Director, NMH/ Nutrition for Health and Development, WHO, Geneva

Dr Francesco Branca holds a PhD Nutrition, Aberdeen University (1995) and a Master of Science in Human Nutrition. Aberdeen University (1990). He underwent specialization in diabetology and metabolic diseases, Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Rome (1987). He got a degree in Medicine and Surgery from the same university in 1984. Since 2008, he is Director, Department of Nutrition for Health and Development, at the WHO in Geneva. His responsibilities in WHO include: Strategic and managerial guidance of the Department of Nutrition for Health and Development in WHO (Growth Assessment and Surveillance; Country Focused Nutrition Policies and Programs; Reduction of Micronutrient Malnutrition; and Nutrition in Development and Crisis). His scientific and program experience include design, management and evaluation of public health nutrition programs at different steps of the project cycle, with the aim to develop evidence based guidelines for nutrition actions. He is the elected president of the Federation of the European Nutrition Societies (elected, 2003-2007).

 Email: brancaf@who.int
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	Dr Dan CHISHOLM, WHO, Geneva

Dan Chisholm, MA MSc PhD, is a health economist in the Department of Health System Financing, WHO Geneva.   He was a founder staff member and senior lecturer at the Centre for the Economics of Mental Health at the Institute of Psychiatry, King's College London. His work, both there and now at WHO, is focussed on analysis of the costs and cost-effectiveness of strategies for reducing the global burden of mental disorders and other non-communicable diseases, and its contribution to broader priority-setting agendas at the national level in WHO member states. He has published widely in these areas over the last decade and also co-authored the mental disorders and alcohol chapters of the new edition of Disease Control Priorities in Developing Countries. He is a Deputy Editor of the open-access journal Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation.
Email: chisholmd@who.int
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	Dr Tiina LAATIKAINEN, Director of Chronic Disease Prevention Department,  National Institute for Health and Welfare, Finland

Tiina Laatikainen obtained her MD degree from the University of Helsinki in 1996 and a degree of associate professor in public health in 2005. She has also a professor degree (Academic level E) in the Flinders University, School of Medicine, Faculty of Health Sciences in Australia. She is currently a director of Chronic Disease Prevention Department in the National Institute for Health and Welfare in Finland where she has been working since 1996. In 2004, she worked as a senior lecturer in Deakin and Flinders Universities in Australia building up public health research and prevention activities in rural areas. Her main areas of expertise are cardiovascular disease epidemiology and surveillance, prevention programmes and intervention studies. She has been one of the main investigators in the large Finnish surveillance and intervention studies on CVDs and other NCDs and published up to 150 papers in peer reviewed journals. She has consulted development of NCD surveillance in many countries, for example in Russia, Australia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Tunisia and Tanzania. Since 2005 she has acted as the co-director of the WHO Collaborating Centre for Noncommunicable Disease Prevention, Health Promotion and Monitoring in Finland.
Email: Tiina.Laatikainen@thl.fi
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	Dr Shanthi Mendis, Coordinator, Chronic Diseases Prevention and Management, Department of Chronic Diseases and Health Promotion, WHO, Geneva

Dr Mendis coordinates the global program for prevention and Management of NCDs and is Senior Adviser of the WHOs cardiovascular program. Having completed internship in 1975 in Bristol, England in 1975, she went on to obtain Membership of the Royal College of Physicians of London (1978), Fellowship of the RCP of London (1996), Fellowship of RCP of Edinburgh (1999) and Fellowship of the American College of Cardiology (2004). She received post doctoral training in research at the Royal Infirmary, Glasgow, Scotland in 1989/1990 and in Cardiology at the University of Loyola, Chicago, USA in1993/1994. For 10 years she served at the Faculty of Medicine, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka as the Professor of Medicine before been recruited to WHO in 1998. In WHO, she contributed to the development of Global Strategy for NCD prevention and control in 2000 and its implementation plan in 2008. She has lectured and published extensively and has wide experience in Internal Medicine, Cardiology, Public health, Undergraduate and Postgraduate Medical Education, Health Research, and program and policy development in developing countries.
Email: mendiss@who.int
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	Prof. Fred Paccaud, Chairman, Institute of Social and Preventive Medicine, Lausanne & Director, Swiss School of Public Health, Zurich

Fred Paccaud is Professor of epidemiology and public health at the Faculty of biology and medicine of the University of Lausanne. He is also Associate Professor with the Departments of Social and preventive medicine, University of Montreal, and with the Department of medicine, McGill University, Canada. He is the Director of the Institute of social and preventive medicine, a part of the Lausanne University Hospital, with about 80-90 collaborators working in the area of epidemiology and prevention of chronic diseases, health services research and biostatistics. Since January 2009, he is also head of the Swiss School of Public Health, a federal funding agency which promotes the postgraduate education and training in public health. The main fields of activity and research of Fred Paccaud are health transition in low and high income countries (especially cardiometabolic diseases and longevity), evaluation of clinical and public health information, and the development of health information system.

Email: Fred.Paccaud@chuv.ch
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	Mr Dag REKVE, World Health Organization, Geneva
Mr Rekve obtained his Masters Degree in Business and Economics from the Norwegian School of Management in Oslo. He also studied psychology at the University of Oslo and addiction behavior at the University Colleges of Oestfold (Norway). Mr Rekve is a technical officer in the Department for Mental Health and Substance Abuse in WHO.

Mr Rekve has worked as Senior Adviser on Alcohol and Drugs in the Ministry of Health in Norway and as the Programme Manager on Alcohol and Drugs in the WHO European Region. He has also been a clinical counselor in a treatment facility for young drug addicts, a municipal drug adviser and the director of a national prevention campaign in Norway. 

He has been in the secretarial team of the drafting of numerous policy papers at local, national and international level, including a municipal drug strategy for the City of Porsgrunn, Norway, two consecutive strategies to combat alcohol and drug problems in Norway, the Framework for Alcohol Policy in the WHO European Region and the recently adopted global strategy to reduce the harmful use of alcohol.

Email: Rekved@who.int
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	Ms Leanne RILEY, World Health Organization, Geneva
Leanne Riley has been serving as a Scientist with the World Health Organization, Geneva Switzerland since August 1996.  She currently works in the Department of Chronic Disease and Health Promotion, where she leads the NCD Surveillance Team.  The team has responsibility for global NCD surveillance, and is particularly focussed on surveillance of risk factors for noncommunicable diseases. This includes the WHO STEPwise Approach to Chronic Disease Risk Factor Surveillance, STEPS Stroke Surveillance and the Global School Based Student Health Survey, the Global Infobase, and the NCD Country Capacity Survey.  Prior to this she worked in the WHO Tobacco Free Initiative, with responsibility for youth programming and surveillance and for tobacco product regulation issues; and the WHO Programme on Substance Abuse with responsibility for work in the area of alcohol surveillance, policy and programme development.  She was educated in both New Zealand and the United Kingdom, and has an MSc (Econs) from the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE).
Email: rileyl@who.int
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	Dr Catherine Sauvaget, International Agency for Research on Cancer, Lyon, France

Dr Catherine Sauvaget is a medical doctor graduated from Rennes University Medical School, France. She worked as a physician in the mental hospital of St-Ave, France from 1987 to 1992. Then she moved to Japan and after her PhD in Epidemiology from Tohoku University, became assistant professor, within the Department of Public Health, Tohoku University School of Medicine, Sendai, Japan from 1998 to 2000. Between 2000 and 2005, she worked as a research scientist for the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America within the Department of Epidemiology of the Radiation Effects Research Foundation, Hiroshima, Japan. For one year, from 2005 to 2006, she was the Head of the Applied Epidemiology Section, Department of Epidemiology, of the National Institute of Public Health, Wako, Japan. Since July 2006, Dr Sauvaget joined the Screening Group within the International Agency for the Research on Cancer, Lyon, France as a research scientist. Her current main topics are implementing programmes on prevention and early detection of oral and cervical cancer.

Email: sauvagetc@iarc.fr
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	Mr Anand SIVASANKARA KURUP, Technical Officer, Social Determinants of Health Unit, WHO, Geneva

Anand is a public health professional with 20 years of experience of working with civil society organizations and with the UN system on various public health and development issues such as HIV/AIDS, maternal and child health, water and sanitation, social determinants of health and health equity. He has extensive experience in program development and management, building and managing partnerships, and in community mobilization by working with civil society-led large scale HIV/AIDS prevention, care, treatment and support programmes in India. Since 2005 Anand has been working with WHO, the initial two years in WHO China office, responsible for policy and programme of work on maternal and child health issues. Since 2007, Anand has been working on mainstreaming social determinants of health and health equity issues within public health programs of WHO. He recently has co-edited two books published by WHO on the subject. Anand has a Masters degree in Social Work and M.Phil in Community Health from India.
Email: sivasankarakurupa@who.int
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	Dr Gojka Roglic, Medical Officer responsible for the Diabetes Program, WHO, Geneva, Switzerland

Dr Gojka Roglic has received training as physician and epidemiologist at the University of Zagreb, Croatia and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, London, UK. Dr Roglic joined WHO in 1999 and she currently is the medical officer responsible for the WHO diabetes program within the Department of Chronic Diseases and Health Promotion. Before joining WHO, Dr Roglic worked as a diabetologist and epidemiologist at the University Clinic for Diabetes, Endocrinology and Metabolic Diseases in Zagreb, Croatia. Dr Roglic participated in many national surveys, international studies and trials related to diabetes, including WHO Multinational Study of Vascular Disease in Diabetes - Mortality follow-up, WHO DIAMOND IDDM Incidence Study, EURODIAB IDDM Complications Study, EURODIAB IDDM Prospective Complications Study, EURODIAB IDDM Family Nephropathy Study, EURODIAB IDDM Incidence Study, EUCLID Study, Da Qing Follow-up study.
Email: roglicg@who.int
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	Dr Edouard TURSAN D'ESPAIGNET, Coordinator, Comprehensive Information Systems for Tobacco Control, Tobacco Free Initiative, WHO, Geneva

Edouard Tursan d'Espaignet has a PhD from the National Centre for Population Health, Australian National University, Australia. In 1994, he completed a Masters of Arts in Economic Development and Population from Macquarie University, Australia. Since December 2008, he has worked in surveillance and monitoring with the Tobacco Free Initiative Unit within the WHO, Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health Cluster. Prior to that, he was the Service Director for Surveillance and Monitoring with the Hunter New England Population Health Unit in Australia(2004-2008), Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Child Health Research, Perth Australia( 2001-2004), and Director of the Epidemiology Branch of Northern Territory Health Services. Darwin, Australia where much of his work focused on health needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. Between 1986 and 1995, he worked in the Population Health Unit at the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, Canberra. In 1985-86, he worked as a researcher at the University of Tasmania. He started his working career as a United Nations Volunteer spending three years (1981-1983) as a demographer with the Statistics Office of the Republic of Seychelles.
Email: tursandespaignet@who.int
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	Dr Kaspar WYSS, Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute, Basel, Switzerland

Kaspar Wyss is a public health specialist, associate professor and unit head at the Swiss Centre for International Health, Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute. He oversees a team of 23 persons focusing on the performance of health systems and programs in Africa, the Middle East, Eastern Europe, Latin America and Asia with the goal of improving the quality, effectiveness, accountability and overall governance of health systems. Activities relate to system strengthening and human resource development, with a specific interest in the role and importance of human resources for health in scaling up priority interventions. He further directs the “Tajik-Swiss Health Reform and Family Medicine Support Project” and various other projects in Eastern Europe and Africa (e.g. Cameroon) and oversees the implementation of programs financed by the Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria in the 16 countries where the Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute acts as Local Fund Agent.

Kaspar Wyss has further a long-standing interest in the Swiss health system. This is underlined by several publications and his direction of a module of the Swiss Master in Public Health program focusing on “health systems in international comparison” and various mandates for the BAG, for example on the modelling of the transmission dynamic and costs of epidemics such as SARS or influenza. He also supervises regularly students conducting their research on aspects of infectious disease control in Switzerland.
Email: Kaspar.Wyss@unibas.ch
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	Dr Godfrey XUEREB, Team Leader, Population-based Prevention Unit, Department of Chronic Diseases and Health Promotion, WHO, Geneva

Godfrey Xuereb is the Team Leader for Population-based Prevention in the Department of chronic diseases and health promotion within the World Health Organization. Dr Xuereb has a PhD in Public Health and is specialized in nutrition and dietetics. He specialized in continuing professional development and patient education with an emphasis on diabetes, obesity and hypertension. Dr Xuereb joined WHO in 2001 as Public Health Nutritionist for the Caribbean within PAHO (2001-2007). Prior to joining WHO, he was in-charge of Health Promotion and International Health at the Ministry of Health in Malta where he was also responsible for setting up the public health and clinical dietetic services. He currently sits on the executive committee of the Diabetes Education Study Group and is a Fellow of the Royal Society for Public Health (UK). Dr Xuereb is the author of a number of patient education documents, training documents for health care professionals and publications in peer reviewed journals. He has lectured at the University of Malta, the UN Institute for Aging, the University of the West Indies and the University of Technology (Jamaica).

Email: sivasankarakurupa@who.int
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	Dr Eugene ZHELEZNYAKOV, Technical Officer, Chronic Diseases Prevention and Management, Department of Chronic Diseases and Health Promotion, WHO, Geneva

Dr Eugene Zheleznyakov holds a diploma in medicine from the Russian Medical Military Academy in Saint-Petersburg (Russia) with post doctoral training at the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford and Wycombe General Hospital, UK, and a PhD in chronic diseases and crisis management from the EMERCOM Russian National Center of Emergency and Radiation Medicine in Saint-Petersburg. Before joining WHO Headquarters in Geneva, Dr Zheleznyakov worked in the field for WHO country offices in West Bank and Gaza in Jerusalem, as well as in Sri Lanka and Republic of Tajikistan.
Email: zheleznyakovev@who.int
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